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27 March to 12 April 2005

RSR, Robert Gallardo, Mark Willuhn, and Maria Allen et al.

ITINERARY
  27 Mar - arrival in El Salvador, evening transfer to Hotel Terraza in San Salvador (some had arrived earlier)

  28 Mar - AM boat trips in mangrove-lined estuary at Costa del Sol; lunch at restaurant there; to airport to pick up our last arrivals and then proceed to Los Volcanes NP (via San Salvador again) at ca. 1750 m, arriving at its Los Andes sector in late PM; nice tented accommodations for almost all, but food mediocre at best

  29 Mar - all day at Los Volcanes, hiking up to over 1900 m on a trail that eventually reaches the crater of Volcán Santa Ana (this mainly in a forest dominated by a towering but non-native species of cypress (Salva Natura, the excellent Salvadoran NGO that has management responsibility for the park, plans to gradually cut out these cypresses and manage for the recovery of the native "broadleaf forest" (some of which we were able to enter on the volcano's upper slopes); in late PM a more leisurely walk closer to headquarters

  30 Mar - AM walk close to headquarters, then pack up after breakfast and drive to the San Blas sector of the park, where we have lunch (again mediocre); then descend to near the coast and head west, cutting inland again to head up to El Impossible NP and Salva Natura's nice ecotourism complex (cozy bungalows and a good restaurant; they also have management responsibility at this park); in the late PM, Oliver Komar comes up for an extended conference and dinner, marred by the horrenduous cicada chorus; evening effort to see the local Cacomistle fails

  31 Mar - long AM walk inside El Impossible NP (reputedly so named because a gorge was so difficult to traverse), El Salvador's largest protected area and actually with some quite impressive semihumid forest (mainly at elevations above 500-600 m), but now isolated with certain species having been lost (e.g., striking was the near total absence of parrots); return to restaurant for lunch, then after a break we're out again, this time down the road (but by then it's pretty windy); this evening's effort for the ringtail ends in failure (we hear it repeatedly, but one that was taped in pretty close manages to slip away in the canopy, frustrating)

  1 Apr - AM again on the trails at El Impossible NP; return to restaurant for an early lunch, then off on the long drive to northern El Salvador, first bypassing San Salvador; the terrain becomes hillier and more arid, with more pines, and we end up at a large but pleasant resort named Entre Pinos (fortunately it's not over the weekend, and we thus have the place pretty much to ourselves); late PM walk in the pine forest, quite disturbed, then out again for owls after dinner (seeing a beautiful Whiskered Screech, my first ever)

  2 Apr - early AM outing in the pines is not terribly successful due to the increasing winds; after breakfast, check out of hotel and proceed to the border, where the crossing formalities are easy and well organized; drive north into ever-better habitat, but the wind (out of N) continues to increase and the clouds to lower; by the time we reach the Guisayote cloud forest it's howling a gale, and a couple hours here are a bust (a real shame as the habitat looks great, plants terrific); drop back down, frustrated, and continue on the rather long drive (in continuing cloudy, windy, and misty - but not really rainy - weather) to the nice town of Gracias; here we're at the Hotel Guancascos, with a good restaurant - despite slow service - on a lovely terrace overlooking the historic town; short late PM foray into nearby pine forest along the road to some thermal springs

  3 Apr - terrific all-day hike up the main access trail into nearby Celaque NP and some beautiful (and very mature; certainly no recent cutting) humid pine-oak forest; the forest became more broadleaf at higher elevations (we reached over 1500 m); weather excellent all day, mostly cloudy, remaining cool

  4 Apr - another AM in the same canyon of Celaque NP (curiously, no one seemed to know its name!), and just about as productive, with near-perfect conditions once again; back to the hotel for lunch and departure on the quite long drive to Marcala, through the attractive southern Honduran highlands; main stop was at some small sedge-dominated marshes just E of La Esperanza (1700 m) where Robert had earlier found a small population of the very local Sedge Wren (and a pair obliges us); early evening arrival in the less attractive town of Marcala (Hotel Medina, adequate but a step down from the Guancascos)

  5 Apr - all day in the Las Trancas area (ca. 1800-2000 m), some of it in what is supposedly a reserve though there was no actual sign of any formal protected status; mixed habitats, with some patches of excellent "cloud forest" (oak-dominated); lower down some good mixed agicultural land was very productive in the early AM; today it cleared and was very sunny and overall not that good for birds; we had a surprisingingly good lunch at the quite charming Lenca (Indian) village of Guajuquiro; then back to Marcala for dinner and then - not realizing just how far it actually was - we return to the closest area of cloud forest for owling, and I manage to pull out a fine pair of Fulvous Owls (a second life owl for me!)

  6 Apr - mainly a travel day as we retrace our route to the Las Trancas cloud forest area (stopping again in a good section so that Guy could mop up the Blue-throated Motmot we'd found yesterday; it was very obliging, and many were rewarded also by the sight of a spectacular male quetzal); after a picnic lunch, we then endure the long drive N through the center of Honduras to Lake Yojoa (600 m) and the pleasant Hotel Las Glorias on its marshy shores; evening walk for nightjars is rather a bust

  7 Apr - early AM railing in the Yojoa marshes (with good success: 3 species seen and another heard); after breakfast, make the short drive up to the Cerro Azul Meambar NP (900-1000 m) and its birdly headquarters area; drop back down to the lake for what turns out to be a very leisurely lunch at the Los Remos Restaurant (fortunately the flocks of loafing birds just offshore amuse us as we wait for our meals); then drive back to Las Glorias and have a boat trip on the lake, not seeing too much that was "new" but enjoyable nonetheless; lake water quality on Yojoa is evidently still pretty good, this despite a fair amount of development around its shores

  8 Apr - in early AM make a big effort for the Gray-breasted Crake (but only glimpsed, alas), then back to Cerra Azul Meambar again (those who walk to the waterfall have good success, the others less so); return to hotel for another early lunch, then it's the long drive skirting the Honduran north coast east to La Ceiba and then south, reaching Olanchito just after dusk (Hotel Olanchito, same place as in 2002); dinner at a good restaurant run by Ricardo (Fito) Steiner's sister

  9 Apr - early departure for the Río Aguan scrub forests, reaching the former Hond. Air Force "Poligono" reserved area at ca. 0645 (with a stop for a nifty group of thick-knees); field breakfast is interrupted by numerous birds (including the Honduran Emerald), and then we get down to work, pygmy-owling over and over again in an effort to bring one in for Larry to photograph (eventually he nailed it, though unfortunately the bird itself is in moult); as usual here it quickly becomes hot, and was broiling by 1030 hrs. when we began the return drive to the hotel; lunch with Fito's sister again (excellent meal both times; we all agree that we're enjoying Honduran food more than we did Salvadoran!); in PM make the relatively short (2 1/2 hr.) drive back to La Ceiba and on to the lovely Lodge at Pico Bonito; after checking in we have a slow late PM on the first tower, very hot, then a short walk for the Vermiculated Screech Owl (cooperative, as usual); dinner terrific, food much improved

  10 Apr - early AM on the first tower where a distant Lovely Cotinga obliges; after breakfast take the usual walk up the main trail, and after a few trolling attempts a Keel-billed Motmot almost literally attacks us, perching close by for a protracted period; most then struggle on up the steps and reach the trail's uppermost point (where a large troop of White-faced Capuchins rewards those who have persevered); return to Lodge for lunch and a leisurely afternoon, with bird walk aborted due to the excessive heat (an extralimital Black-throated Blue Warbler provided some buzz)

  11 Apr - early breakfast followed by several pleasant hours on the forest trails again, reaching the second tower and recording our last two warblers species (Cerulean and Bay-breasted) for a total of 32, not bad; return to hotel for check-out and an early lunch, then drive to San Pedro Sula for our late PM flight back to El Salvador (Mesoamerican Tourism Alliance set our airfares up this way to save some money - fares being lower from El Salvador than Honduras); long wait for the flight - we got there early! - then transfer back to San Salvador's Hotel Terraza, with a pleasant last dinner in the hotel

  12 Apr - early AM departure for the airport and flights back to US (though a few had left the night before, and some were departing considerably later)

BIRDS
  Great Tinamou - several heard at Pico Bonito

  Little Tinamou - heard at Cerro Azul and Pico Bonito

  Thicket Tinamou - several heard at El Impossible

  Slaty-breasted Tinamou - one heard in deep forest at Pico Bonito

  Least Grebe - a few seen at Lake Yojoa

  Pied-billed Grebe - fairly common at Lake Yojoa

  Brown Pelican - common at Costa del Sol

  Neotropic Cormorant - a few at Costa del Sol (actually, cormorants were remarkably scarce, their absence from Yoj being especially notable and inexplicable)

  Magnificent Frigatebird - fairly common over ocean at Costa del Sol

  Great Blue Heron - a few at Costa del Sol, then more numerous (but seemed to be mainly or entirely nonbreeders) at Lake Yojoa

  Great Egret - widespread and generally common, esp. at Lake Yojoa and at that river crossing in El Salvador

  Snowy Egret - markedly less numerous than the preceding, with almost none at Lake Yojoa

  Little Blue Heron - fairly common at Costa del Sol, and then again at Lake Yojoa (surprisingly so for an inland location)

  Tricolored Heron - fairly common at Costa del Sol; one at Lake Yojoa (at Los Remos Restaurant) was a distinct surprise

  Reddish Egret - one dark-morph subadult seen at Costa del Sol

  Cattle Egret - widespread and generally numerous

  Green Heron - fairly common and widespread; seen esp. well at Lake Yojoa (including several close adults in high breeding plumage and with reddish orange legs)

  Yellow-crowned Night Heron - a few in mangroves at Costa del Sol

  Bare-throated Tiger Heron - small nos. seen at Lake Yojoa, mainly standing around impassively

  White Ibis - fairly common in mangroves at Costa del Sol

  Fulvous Whistling Duck - very common around shores of Lake Yojoa, with vast flocks (totally many thousands) loafing at Los Remos Restaurant; evidently hunting is no longer permitted here, which is great, and nos. have grown very substantially since Monreo's days in the 1960s (his largest flock consisted of only 30 birds)

  Black-bellied Whistling Duck - less numerous in total numbers than the preceding at Lake Yojoa, but still pretty common

  Muscovy Duck - about 15 birds were seen in the marshes at Las Glorias, exhibiting a bewildering variety of sizes (at least 3) and plumages (usually but not always with white in wing, smaller birds - juvs? - tending to have none; some fairly large birds - females? - had none, but others did have some)

  American Wigeon - fairly common at Lake Yojoa, where seen only with the teal and whistling ducks at Los Remos Restaurant (I estimated ca. 50 birds)

  Blue-winged Teal - still common at Lake Yojoa (seems a bit late for so many?), with greatest numbers by far associating with the whistling ducks at Los Remos but also a scattering of small flocks elsewhere (e.g., during our boat ride); no sign of any Cinnamon Teal, despite this being an ideal month to see males in easy-to-recognize high plumage (Robert says he has seen a few here)

  Lesser Scaup - a couple swimming females seen at Lake Yojoa (Los Remos)

  Wood Stork - small nos. around the shores of Lake Yojoa; then a few scattered additional birds, esp. in the Río Aguan valley

  Black Vulture - widespread but not especially omnipresent

  Turkey Vulture - we witnessed a big migration - totally several thousand birds at least - as we were arriving at Los Volcanes in late PM of 3/28, but then saw little or no evident further migration; the species remained, however, widespread and in most areas seemed more numerous than the Black V.

  Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture - not uncommon around the marshy shores of Lake Yojoa, as is typical coursing low over the damp grasslands and never ascending as high as the TV

  King Vulture - one seen by some at Celaque

  Osprey - small nos. at Lake Yojoa, and a scattering elsewhere (including an obvious transient near Celaque, looking out of place as it circled above pine forest)

  Swallow-tailed Kite - small nos. seen at Las Trncas (including a nice perched bird) and at Cerro Azul

  White-tailed Kite - a few seen by some from the bus along the Honduran north coast

  Snail Kite - fairly common around Lake Yojoa (though according to Robert, nos. have declined markedly here over the past few years); also a few near Costa del Sol; all birds had legs and cere yellow

  Mississippi Kite - on 7 Apr we watched a group of ca. 30 migrants - all of them adults - circle up from woodland near Cerro Aulz, catch a thermal, and glide off northward - a lovely sight

  Plumbeous Kite - several pairs seen at and near Cerro Azul, not associating with the Mississippis

  Sharp-shinned Hawk - a perched adult at Los Volcanes was definitely this species (and not the hoped-for White-breasted)

  White-breasted Hawk - the next day another, another accipiter was seen well in flight as it circled above us in excellent light; this bird appeared to be pure white below and on its head and neck (aside from the dark crown), and certainly appeared to be typical of this species aside from its relatively large size, a size that seemed comparable to a male Cooper's Hawk; I admit I don't quite know how to interpret this, but still maintain that I have never seen or heard of a Cooper's looking anywhere near as white as this bird (the Strausses and I commented that it almost recalled Australia's "White Goshawk")

  White Hawk - one soaring bird was heard and seen at El Impossible (its only El Salvador site), then a pair was seen perched and then flying at Cerro Azul

  Common Black Hawk - first seen in mangroves at Costa del Sol, thereafter this species seemed widespread, even over mountainous terrain in several localities; their voice throughout appears to be the same; despite the Pacific-slope mangrove population still being recognized by some (including the AOU Checklist) as a separate species (Mangrove Black Hawk, Buteogallus subtilis), there seems to be no justification for this other than the "political" one

  Great Black Hawk - one soaring bird at Pico Bonito was rather distant but nonetheless nicely seen

  Gray Hawk - not uncommon in deciduous woodland and borders in and around El Impossible and Lake Yojoa

  Roadside Hawk - not particularly numerous, with small nos. scattered, greatest nos. in the Río Aguan valley

  Broad-winged Hawk - though it seemed a bit late for them, we saw small nos. of soaring birds (all adults) on a number of days in the southern highlands (4-8 Apr) and one was also seen by some at El Impossible on the 1st

  Short-tailed Hawk - a dark-morph bird was nicely seen below El Impossible, and then what was doubtless the same light-morph bird was seen twice at Pico Bonito

  Swainson's Hawk - in late PM of 28 Mar as we were approaching Los Volcanes streams of this species (and even larger numbers of vultures) started passing by, all rather low and all headed NW (we estimated ca. 500 birds [but could have been more?], virtually all light-morph adults; however only very few were seen subsequently, not even the next day at LosVol, with the last being an evident immature at Pico Bonito on 11 Apr

  Zone-tailed Hawk - a couple were seen in the Las Trancas area, then another even better at a gas station on the way to Lake Yojoa

  Red-tailed Hawk - small nos. seen at Celaque and Las Trancas, all of them seemingly resident birds (kemsiesi)

  Black Hawk-Eagle - several calling birds were seen at El Impossible, and another was seen by some over the forest at Pico Bonito

  Northern Crested Caracara - generally uncommon in open country, with nos. greatest (and seen best) in the Río Aguan valley

  Barred Forest Falcon - one heard distantly at Las Trancas, too distant to tape in

  Collared Forest Falcon - heard distantly by RSR at Pico Bonito

  American Kestrel - small nos. were seen in semiopen areas with scattered pines, all seemingly the resident race tropicalis
  Merlin - one nice perched male was seen at Pico Bonito, seeming rather out of place there (this migratory falcon generally favors more open situations)

  Peregrine Falcon - 3 adults were seen at Costa del Sol, perched on snags at the edge of mangroves

  Plain Chachalaca - rather distant birds were heard at Cerro Azul and W of Olanchito

  (White-bellied Chachalaca - though present at El Impossible, we never even heard it)

  (Highland Guan - though apparently present at several sites we visited, esp. Las Trancas [where hunting could be a factor?], we had no such luck)

  Great Curassow - at least one booming bird was heard at El Impossible (and a male was briefly seen by RSR), and another was heard by some at Pico Bonito; it's curious that this curassow seems more capable of persisting here than the Crested Guan (which reputedly is much rarer at both locations - this the opposite of what occurs southward)

  Buffy-crowned Wood Partridge - one pair was taped in very close in broadleaf forest at Los Volcanes, and we almost saw them but they must have caught sight of us first and disappeared over a ridge

  Spot-bellied Bobwhite, Colinus leucopogon (split from Crested Bobwhite, C. cristatus, of Panama to n. South America) - a group of 4 birds was seen very quickly by some as we were descending from Celaque.  I did not see these birds, and wish that I had: though assumed to have been bobwhites by Robert (though I'm not sure that even he actually saw them?), I would note that Monroe's map depicting the distribution of Colinus in Honduras does not show the genus as occurring anywhere near Celaque.  I continue to suspect that the birds in question may actually have been Ocellated Quail, a species recorded by Monroe as being widespread in the country in exactly the pine-oak habitat that's found below Celaque.  Damn.

  Singing Quail - heard rather commonly in forest at Los Volcanes, with most managing to at least glimpse it; one bird flushed twice from precisely the same spot, but no nest could be found

  Ruddy Crake - several heard and one pair nicely seen (taped out) in the Las Glorias marsh at Lake Yojoa

  Gray-breasted Crake - several heard in the Las Glorias marsh and grassland at lake Yojoa, but protracted attempts to tape one into view were not successful beyond glimpses for a few (I even created a passageway in an effort to get one to walk across, as is done in South Africa for the flufftails

  Sora - at least 3 adults were seen (sometimes in plain sight, and without tape!) as they fed along the edge of the Las Glorias marsh at Lake Yojoa

  Spotted Rail - a pair was eventually taped in for pretty good views in the Las Glorias marsh at Lake Yojoa, and then another was nicely spotted during our boat ride as it fed along the edge of the lake

  Gray-necked Wood Rail - one seen by some at a small pond in the scrub woodland W of Olanchito

  Purple Gallinule - a few (only) seen at Lake Yojoa

  Common Gallinule - common at Lake Yojoa

  American Coot - common at Lake Yojoa, mostly (maybe only?) along the lakeshore at Los Remos where there were big flocks; I thought the species was only a winter resident in Honduras, but Monroe indicates that it breeds on Yojoa

  Limpkin - common around the shores of Lake Yojoa; I counted no less than 30 birds scattered along the edge of the lake during the return of our boat trip; they did not seem to show as much dorsal streaking as is depicted in Howell & Webb

  Northern Jacana - common around the shores of Lake Yojoa

  Black-necked Stilt - fairly common around the shores of Lake Yojoa

  Double-striped Thick-knee - a group of 5 resting birds was nicely spotted as we were driving to the Honduran Emerald site in the Río Aguan valley W of Olanchito; they were reasonably tame, and allowed Larry a close approach

  Gray (Black-bellied) Plover - 20+ seen at Costa del Sol

  Semipalmated Plover - 20+ seen at Costa del Sol

  Wilson's Plover - 10+ seen at Costa del Sol

  Lesser Yellowlegs - ca. 8 seen at Lake Yojoa

  Solitary Sandpiper - a lone bird was feeding at a small pond in scrub woodland W of Olanchito

  Spotted Sandpiper - fairly common at Costa del Sol; strikingly absent at Lake Yojoa

  Willet - a few in basic plumage seen at Costa del Sol

  Ruddy Turnstone - ca. 6 moulting birds seen at Costa del Sol

  Sanderling - ca. 10 seen at Costa del Sol

  Semipalmated Sandpiper - 5+ seen at Costa del Sol

  Western Sandpiper - 20+ seen at Costa del Sol

  Pectoral Sandpiper - two small flocks of flying birds (6 + 8) at lake Yojoa

  Whimbrel - a few seen at Costa del Sol

  Short-billed Dowitcher - one in basic plumage seen at Costa del Sol

  Laughing Gull - common at Costa del Sol, only a few in alternate plumage

  Caspian Tern - several seen well at Costa del Sol, also a couple at a river crossing

  Royal Tern - several seen at Costa del Sol

  Black Skimmer - 2 birds seen resting with a gull flock at Costa del Sol

  Common (Rock) Pigeon

  Band-tailed Pigeon - small nos. seen, almost entirely in flight, at Celaque and Las Trancas

  Red-billed Pigeon - common and widespread, esp. in El Salvador, in forest and woodland, also borders (occurring well up in montane forest at Los Volcanes to 1600-1700 m); also in the Honduran highlands and the Río Aguan valley; there also seemed to be some in the La Ceiba region (but they were not checked all that carefully)

  (Pale-vented Pigeon - according to Monroe's map, it is this species and not the Red-billed that occurs at Lake Yojoa and along the Honduran north coast; I don't recall looking specifically, but believe we were seeing at least some Red-billeds at the former?)

  White-winged Dove - common and widespread in semiopen areas, locally even into plantations and forest borders, also in highlands to at least 1700-1800 m; clearly breeding in large nos. almost throughout (not just a boreal migrant), though not present or rare on the Honduran north coast

  (Mourning Dove - none at all; from Monroe, it would appear that only boreal migrants occur in Honduras, and they may have all already departed for points north)

  Inca Dove - quite uncommon, but small nos. were seen and heard in many open areas

  Common Ground Dove - small nos. in semiopen terrain, but never especially numerous

  Ruddy Ground Dove - surprisingly uncommon, with scattered single birds and pairs in semiopen and agricultural areas (Commons tending to take over in arid regions)

  White-tipped Dove - widespread in small nos., but certainly never as numerous as it often is elsewhere

  Gray-chested Dove - several heard and at least one briefly seen by some at Pico Bonito

  White-faced Quail-Dove - not uncommon by voice in the forest at Los Volcanes, even where the planted cypresses really dominated, with several birds also seen (one of them quite well); another was seen by a few at LasTr

  (Scarlet Macaw - not seen, though we talked about reintroducing it both at El Impossible and back into the Río Aguan valley; Fito recalls seeing macaws at the latter when he was a boy in the 1970s, and that they also were present in the La Ceiba area into the 1960s, before United Fruit/Dole descended)

  Pacific Parakeet - Aratinga parakeets heard and distantly/briefly seen from the lookout at El Impossible were almost certainly this scarce species; I wish we had been able to get a better look; on the whole, parrots were stunningly rare in El Salvador (admittedly it's largely a deforested landscape, but some is growing back pretty well and one has to suspect that trapping is still depressing numbers)

  Aztec Parakeet - fairly common in the Lake Yojoa region, Río Aguan valley, and at Pico Bonito; this species seems ecologically tolerant, occurring routinely in plantations and forest borders, also deciduous scrub

  Orange-fronted Parakeet - small nos. were seen at and below El Impossible (including that lovely perched pair, well photographed by Larry), with some more at Entre Pinos

  Orange-chinned Parakeet - a few seen at El Impossible were the only ones until we saw some more groups flying past the entrance to the San Salvador airport

  Brown-hooded Parrot - a few flying birds noted at Pico Bonito

  White-crowned Parrot - fairly common at Pico Bonito, perched birds eventually well seen

  White-fronted Amazon - small nos. in the pines at Entre Pinos (including that lovely pair engaged in courtship feeding) and around Gracias; none at El Impossible (and not even on the list for there, which itself seems "impossible!)

  Red-lored Amazon - several lovely flying pairs seen at Yoj, then some more in the arid woodland W of Olanchito (including that lovely courting and preening pair at its nest in a snag)

  Squirrel Cuckoo - widespread in small nos., seen best at Cerro Azul

  Groove-billed Ani - widespread and often common, esp. in arid regions such as the Río Aguan valley

  Striped Cuckoo - heard (and also seen?) in shrubbery at Los Remos Restaurant at Lake Yojoa

  Lesser Ground Cuckoo - heard in scrubby woodland below El Impossible and W of Olanchito, but unfortunately this skulky cuckoo would not emerge to be seen

  Lesser Roadrunner - this species, on the other hand, performed admirably well: an individual at the village at the Celaque entrance almost seemed habituated to people, and certainly was tame (it approached and then almost scooted under the bus, and later returned and took a dustbath right in front of Larry (to his delight); another was seen crossing road below Las Trancas

  Whiskered Screech Owl - after considerable trolling, I eventually got one to respond in pine-oak scrub at Entre Pinos, and after positioning everyone the bird came straight in, affording a perfect view and good photo ops (a lifer for RSR); a few days later, outside of Gracias, we were less successful (one bird responded and flew in, but could not be seen)

  Vermiculated Screech Owl - one individual was very responsive in the cacao at Pico Bonito, coming in incredibly close and continuing to call; others were heard here, around the cabins and elsewhere so obviously the species is anything but rare here; this species ranges south to w. Panama, and though similar in appearance has a very different voice from the Chocó Screech Owl, Megascops (formerly Otus) centralis, of w. Panama to w. Ecuador

  Ferruginous Pygmy Owl - fairly common and widespread in semiopen areas and lighter woodland

  (Mountain Pygmy Owl - a vocalization believed to be this species at Los Volcanes was likely in error; however at Las Glorias Hotel, a Glaucidium was taped and seen that did not seem to be brasilianum: its voice is higherpitched, but with about the same tempo, and it was a gray-morph bird with crown finely spotted, not streaked)

  Mottled Owl - one bird was seen beautifully (and another heard) after tape playback both nights at LosVol; also heard below the cabins at El Impossible

  Fulvous Owl - we made what turned out to be a long trek up to the first good area of "cloud forest" at Las Trancas, and upon arrival were promptly rewarded by a responsive pair of this scarce owl; its voice and appearance are both actually quite different from the Barred Owl, so surely a good species (and another lifer owl for RSR)

  Lesser Nighthawk - a few flying birds were seen along the road to Marcala, and also at Lake Yojoa (actually some of these could have been Commons; none were seen critically well, and none were vocalizing)

  Pauraque - a few heard at El Impossible, and a couple seen near Las Glorias

  Buff-collared Nightjar - disappointing was our failure to record this species adequately well; a couple nightjars almost certainly this species that were seen on the road as we were approaching Marcala were not in a good spot for us to stop

  Mexican Whip-poor-will - 4+ birds were heard calling from secondary woodland at Las Trancas (but they were not in the cloudforest itself); we tried to see these, and to tape them out to the road, but they remained unresponsive; the voice, while similar to that of northern birds (C. vociferus), is recognizably different

  Spot-tailed Nightjar - one female was spotlighted on an open area at the edge of tall grass near Lake Yojoa at Las Glorias; likely it was a little too early for the species to have begun vocalizing here

  White-collared Swift - widespread, with nos. greatest as they swirled above us in the late afternoon at Pico Bonito

  Chestnut-collared Swift - one group of ca. 10 birds was seen near El Impossible

  Black Swift - one goup of ca. 15 birds was well seen as they flew low over the town of Marcala in early AM of 5 Apr

  Vaux's Swift - widespread and fairly common in Hond., with some birds well up into the highlands (e.g., Celaque and Las Trancas), also a few at El Impossible; these are all richmondi, resident in Central America and quite likely a different species from "true" Vaux's Swift of w. US and Mexico

  Great Swallow-tailed Swift - disappointing was our failure to see this quite spectacular swift very well; a few screeching birds in the canyon at Celaque were, fide Robert, this species, but they were not seen well at all; other attempts to find it were in vain (several mis-called White-collareds!)

  Stripe-throated Hermit - fairly common in forest and woodland undergrowth at Pico Bonito, with many birds heard at their small leks but not all that easy to see

  Rufous Sabrewing - one seen at and near a flowering Inga at Los Volcanes was a nice find; an uncommon and range-restricted hummingbird

  Violet Sabrewing - a flying male was briefly seen at El Impossible headquarters

  White-necked Jacobin - a male was seen by some at Pico Bonito

  Green Violetear - at least one was seen by some at Los Volcanes, and another (also only by some) was at Cerro Azul

  Green-breasted Mango - several birds seen in the shrubbery below Los Remos Restaurant at Lake Yojoa were the only ones

  Emerald-chinned Hummingbird - one was seen by some at Los Volcanes

  Salvin's Emerald - a few were noted at both Los Volcanes and El Impossible, but this species was seen much better in the dry woodland W of Olanchito, where it competed for attention with the Honduran Emerald

  Violet-crowned Woodnymph - a few seen at Pico Bonito

  White-eared Hummingbird - one of the few highland hummers to be at all numerous (they proved to be a major disappointment), small nos. of this species were seen on a number of days at Celaque and Las Trancas

  White-bellied Emerald - quite common at Pico Bonito, mainly a forest-associated species

  Honduran Emerald - once you get to the right habitat (less disturbed arid woodland, now very restricted in extent, in the upper Río Aguan valley W of Olanchito; an even small population persists in a second, similar arid interior valley), this hummingbird is not uncommon, and we must have seen 10-15 individuals, with at least one male well photographed by Larry; Fundación Pico Bonito and ABC are now spearheading a program to bring as large an area as possible under protection, and we saw the beginning of those efforts (it won't be easy, with land prices escalating so rapidly); the species is believed to be Central America's rarest bird, and is considered Critically Endangered by BirdLife, so we were fortunate to see it at all

  Azure-crowned Hummingbird - scattered small nos. in the highlands, first at Entre Pinos; this was one of the few hummers that were regular at the flowering Inga trees that were so abundant this trip (but which were so singularly unattractive to hummingbirds)

  Berryline Hummingbird - not uncommon at El Impossible, but seemingly nowhere else

  Cinnamon Hummingbird - small nos. at El Impossible and Entre Pinos, and then a couple more near Olanchito

  Rufous-tailed Hummingbird - fairly common around Lake Yojoa and at Pico Bonito

  Amethyst-throated Mountaingem - a couple seen at Los Volcanes

  Green-throated Mountaingem - several seen at Los Volcanes; we were not always distinguishing females of these two mountaingems well, but at least one female and an obvious male were Amethyst-throated

  Magnificent Hummingbird - a couple seen at Los Volcanes, one of them feeding at a flowering Erythrina
  Plain-capped Starthroat - several seen at El Impossible, at woodland edge

  Sparkling-tailed Woodstar - rather a struggle, but eventually everyone got to see females of this species at Cerro Azul, including one cooperative bird

  Wine-throated Hummingbird - females were seen briefly on a shrubby slope at Los Volcanes, and then there was another at Celaque

  Ruby-throated Hummingbird - most numerous around Lake Yojoa but also with a few seen at El Impossible and Pico Bonito; females predominated strongly

  Resplendent Quetzal - one spectacular male was taped in out of a cloud forest at Las Trancas (and at least one other was heard); sadly, not everyone would come up to see it

  Black-headed Trogon - heard in the dry woodland W of Olanchito, and also at Pico Bonito, but never seen

  Mountain Trogon - after struggling a bit with this lovely trogon in the pine-oak forest at Celaque (I eventually got a nice male to come in, but it took a long time), the species turned out to be surprisingly common and vocal at Las Trancas, where it regularly emerged from cloudforest and pine-oak out into clearings and was seen well repeatedly

  Elegant Trogon - common by voice in the deciduous woodland at El Impossible, with multiple singing assembles, but it proved unusually difficult to coax one into view for very long (amazingly hard for a trogon); but then, in a complete surprise, one sang and then flew right into open view while we were having breakfast in the dry woodland W of Olanchito, promptly followed by a female (perhaps never recorded here previously)

  Collared Trogon - one seen at the fruiting fig at Cerro Azul

  Black-throated Trogon - several seen in the forest at Pico Bonito, including that beautiful male over the trail the last AM

  Gartered (Northern Violaceous) Trogon - fairly common in woodland at El Impossible, then some more (mainly just heard) at Cerro Azul and Pico Bonito

  Belted Kingfisher - common in the mangroves at Costa del Sol, but then no more (not even at Lake Yojoa, which seemed perfect for at least this species - but there were no kingfishers there, perhaps because of the absence of nesting banks?  of a sufficient number of appropriately sized fish?)

  American Pygmy Kingfisher - surprisingly common along that one channel in the mangroves at Costa del Sol (we estimated at least 5), watched for protracted periods at point-blank range as they made shallow dives into the water, often returning to the same branch (pweee-like); O. Komar told me that this was the first recent record from this area - which seems surprising given the number that we observed - and that it's a rare bird in El Salvador

  Blue-throated Motmot - surely the "bird of the trip" for me, we were skunked at Guisayote due to the horrific weather, and then had to troll with the tape a lot in the Las Trancas cloudforests before finally getting one to reply, from a rather low perch inside shady forest; in due course we were able to find it, and the bird remained in sight for over half an hour for all to enjoy (very fancy bird!); then the next day, as Guy had for some reason not come up the first day, we returned and it was in almost precisely the same spot and was seen even better (and photographed by Larry); at our picnic lunch spot a few minutes later, in bright sunlight and only mediocre habitat, darned if another pair didn't start to vocalize spontaneously (we didn't hassle them)

  Keel-billed Motmot - this motmot also performed admirably, and we didn't have to go too far up the Pico Bonito trail (not far above the second tower) before one answered the recording; Robert had what He calls an "aggression" call and a brief burst of that was enough to have the bird come hurtling out of the forest straight at me, then have it perch right in front of us; it stayed there for almost 45 minutes with little or no further tape playing, affording walk-away views, better than I've ever had

  Turquoise-browed Motmot - this gorgeous, non-forest motmot was numerous at El Impossible (esp. around the cabins), Entre Pinos, Lake Yojoa, and W of Olanchito; seen well repeatedly, this species perches on phone wires more often than the others (even than Blue-crowned)

  Blue-crowned Motmot - fairly common (as usualy heard more often than seen, but seen often) at Los Volcanes, El Impossible, and Entre Pinos; one was heard below Celaque and there were several at Cerro Azul (e.g., at the fruiting fig)

  Emerald Toucanet - heard distantly at Los Pinos and Celaque, then again at Las Trancas where we finally were able to see a group of 4 birds that remained in pines (one even was playing with a pine cone!); a white-throated form, nominate prasinus
  Collared Araçari - several groups seen at Pico Bonito

  Keel-billed Toucan - fairly common at Cerro Azul (briefly in the fruiting fig) and at Pico Bonito

  Acorn Woodpecker - conspicuous and common in pine-oak dominated highlands, first at Entre Pinos

  Black-cheeked Woodpecker - a few at Pico Bonito (but even here outnumbered by Golden-fronteds)

  Golden-fronted Woodpecker - common and widespread, a pair even seen feeding on a grassy lawn at Las Glorias; there's complex variation in this species (we saw several forms), and birds at Pico Bonito in particular seemed notably smaller than the others (these would be, fide Monroe, pauper)

  Yellow-bellied Sapsucker - one _ seen in pine-oak forest at Celaque seemed late (oddly, a large majority of the sapsuckers that reach Central America are __)

  Hairy Woodpecker - a couple seen at Celaque (in pine-oak) and Las Trancas (cloudforest), evidently (fide Monroe) the ssp. sanctorum with variably colored underparts (the two that I saw well seemed quite dark and smoky, actually not all that different from Panama birds)

  Golden-olive Woodpecker - widespread in various forest/woodland types, even down into lowlands

  Northern Flicker - small nos. in the highlands, mainly at Celaque and Las Trancas

  Chestnut-colored Woodpecker - one bird flew by at Cerro Azul, but then we caught up with a nice pair at Pico Bonito the last AM

  Lineated Woodpecker - several birds seen, scattered; several times in pine-oak

  Pale-billed Woodpecker - one distant bird heard giving its double rap in the forest at El Impossible was the only one 

  (no Furnariids - seems incredible)

  Olivaceous Woodcreeper - one seen by some and also a couple heard in forest at Pico Bonito

  Wedge-billed Woodcreeper - at least one seen by some at Pico Bonito

  Strong-billed Woodcreeper - one distant bird was heard in pine-oak forest at Celaque

  Ivory-billed Woodcreeper - several heard at Los Pinos and again at and below El Impossible (where it refused to tape in), then fairly common again (mainly by voice) at Pico Bonito where in better forest, and here one finally was seen nicely the last AM; however, and to my continuing confusion, this latter bird clearly had a bicolored bill so in theory - fide Howell & Webb - it should have been a Cocoa [formerly Buff-throated] Woodcreeper, but it clearly responded to the canned tape of Ivory-billed's song; it would appear that more work on these two woodcreepers needs to be done in their area of overlap, which happens to be northern Honduras

  Streak-headed Woodcreeper - a couple heard in the plantations at Las Glorias and Cerro Azul

  Spot-crowned Woodcreeper - fairly common at Los Volcanes (but then, strangely, no more)

  Barred Antshrike - one pair was heard from mangrove edge at Costa del Sol, and a pair seen at Los Volcanes (seemed an anomalous place for the species); but then we never even heard another (this was not antbird country!)

  Russet Antshrike - a solitary bird seen by some in the canopy of tall forest at Pico Bonito (we watched it capture and dispatch a big katydid)

  Paltry Tyrannulet - a pair seen at their nest at El Impossible was our unique record, which seems strange; the nest was at woodland edge, placed ca. 10 m up in an opening at the base of an epiphyte

  Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet - several heard and one pair seen in forest and edge at Pico Bonito

  Northern Beardless Tyrannulet - a single bird seen by some only at Cerro Azul was our only record, which seems amazing

  Greenish Elaenia - fairly common by voice at El Impossible, with several seen; voice (taped) seems similar to Panama birds

  Yellow-bellied Elaenia - several pairs at Las Glorias and near Cerro Azul seemed to be the only ones, strange

  Mountain Elaenia - uncommon at Los Volcanes; then at least one in the wind at Guisayote; and not uncommon in clearings and forest edge at Las Trancas

  Ochre-bellied Flycatcher - a few seen at Cerro Azul and Pico Bonito; no vocalizing heard

  Northern Bentbill - quite numerous (esp. by voice) in forest undergrowth at El Impossible

  Common Tody-Flycatcher - strangly uncommon, and recorded only at several localities in the Yojoa region

  Yellow-olive Flatbill - fairly common in woodland lower growth at El Impossible, Cerro Azul, and W of Olanchito; voice and appearance quite different from Panama birds (likely not the same species?)

  Stub-tailed Spadebill - one heard and (by some) seen in forest undergrowth at El; Impossible; one also heard at the edge of the garden at Pico Bonito, seemingly an odd place for it

  Northern Royal Flycatcher - singles seen by some at Cerro Azul (trail to waterfall) and Pico Bonito

  Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher - at least one heard in forest at Pico Bonito

  Greater Pewee - not as numerous or widespread as I'd have expected; most numerous in the canyon at Celaque (favoring snags near the stream), also a few en route to Las Tranchas

  Tropical Pewee - at least one silent bird seen at Pico Bonito

  Eastern Wood Pewee - most numerous at Pico Bonito, where nos. were clearly increasing (esp. on AM of 11 Apr. when numerous vocalizing birds were seen); a few recorded earlier, the first being at Los Volcanes on 29 Mar.

  Western Wood Pewee - a few seen at Celaque and Las Tranchas, several of them still calling (a bit late for it?)

  Yellow-bellied Flycatcher - small nos. seen and heard in woodland undergrowth at Cerro Azul and Pico Bonito; was giving a rather different vocalization than I'm used to, as pointed out by Andrew

  Acadian Flycatcher - a couple seen and heard in woodland undergrowthh at Pico Bonito

  Least Flycatcher - a couple seen and heard at Cerro Azul and in the Río Aguan valley; some Empidonax of course had to go unidentified (several at El Impossible may have been this?)

  Hammond's Flycatcher - several birds were seen well in pine-oak woodland at Celaque; also at least one was seen by RSR at point-blank range at El Impossible, in woodland lower growth

  Yellowish Flycatcher - fairly common in woodland lower growth at Los Volcanes, then a couple more at Las Trancas

  Black Phoebe - only one, that a distant bird seen on stream boulders way below the first tower at Pico Bonito

  Bright-rumped Attila - heard distantly at El Impossible; then a pair seen by some at its nest at Cerro Azul (waterfall trail); then a pair seen at Pico Bonito, responding well to tape playback in upper garden

  Dusky-capped Flycatcher - widespread, mainly but not entirely in montane areas (it was also the dominant Myiarchus at El Impossible and Cerro Azul, for instance)

  Great Crested Flycatcher - uncommon, with a few being seen and heard at El Impossible and again at Pico Bonito

  Brown-crested Flycatcher - heard in mangroves at Costa del Sol; one pair seemed resident in wooded marsh edge at Las Glorias; then common in deciduous woodland of the Río Aguan valley

  Great Kiskadee - widespread but never terribly numerous in semiopen areas, esp. near water

  Boat-billed Flycatcher - widespread in woodland and forest borders; nest under construction in the Pico Bonito garden

  Social Flycatcher - widespread, conspicuous, and generally fairly common in semiopen areas near water; several nests seen

  Piratic Flycatcher - only one pair, that seen at the oropendola colony near Pico Bonito's second tower

  Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher - seen only in woodland and borders at Lake Yojoa, Cerro Azul, and Pico Bonito, obviously preparing to nest

  Tropical Kingbird - for the most part surprisingly uncommon, but we started to see more in northern Honduras

  Eastern Kingbird - one large milling flock of recently arrived migrants was seen by RSR near La Ceiba on 10 Apr (I didn't stop the bus for them, figuring we'd see more, but then we didn't)

  Scissor-tailed Flycatcher - very few, sadly; seen only in the El Salvador lowlands near San Salvador and along the road up to El Impossible

  Fork-tailed Flycatcher - a few seen in marshy savanna vegetation around the edge of Lake Yojoa

  Rose-throated Becard - one pair seen in pine woods near Gracias; then a nesting pair on the grounds of the Hotel Las Glorias; and lastly another nesting pair in the same tree as the colony of Chestnut-headed Oropendolas at Pico Bonito

  Masked Tityra - widespread in wooded areas, and even seems regular in pines (e.g., at Gracias and Celaque)

  Black-crowned Tityra - seen only at Pico Bonito, at least 3 birds seen on the hotel grounds

  Lovely Cotinga - a perched male was seen from the first tower at Pico Bonito, though unfortunately it was very far away, and as far as we know never came any closer

  Red-capped Manakin - fairly common in forest at Pico Bonito, taped in nicely

  Long-tailed Manakin - fairly common in woodland lower growth at El Impossible, but these did not tape in very well (actually they seemed more responsive to my pygmy-owl whistling); nonetheless seen well by all, eventually

  White-collared Manakin - fairly common in forest and dense borders at Pico Bonito, also taped in nicely

  Steller's Jay - one group of 4 seen in pine-oak forest at Las Tranchas was our only record; on the whole I was disappointed with our jay showing as we missed three nice species that would have seemed possible (Unicolored, Black-throated, and Azure-hooded; all three, especially the first two, are recorded from a large number of Honduran specimens, from a wide range of localities - where are they?  have they declined?)

  Bushy-crested Jay - this jay, on the other hand, was widespread throughout the highlands, and even was in El Salvador (Los Pinos and Entre Pinos); it tolerates, even thrives in, quite disturbed and arid situations, but also occurs in pretty good quality forest

  Green Jay - several pairs were seen in coffee plantations near Cerro Azul

  Brown Jay - first seen in the Lake Yojoa region, this species became numerous and very conspicuous at Pico Bonito, where its calls were one of the first to be heard every morning (even when still pitch black); a surprisingly large majority of the birds seen had yellow bills and eye-rings (these are juvs)

  Rufous-browed Peppershrike - small nos. were heard repeatedly in a variety of situations, but never seen all that well

  Green Shrike-Vireo - several birds were heard singing in forest canopy at Pico Bonito (we never had a good opportunity to try to see it)

  White-eyed Vireo - a nicely seen singing bird in the dry forest W of Olanchito was something of a surprise; another was seen by some around the cabins at Pico Bonito

  Mangrove Vireo - fairly common by voice in the mangroves at Costa del Sol, with one singing bird being pished down for a pretty good view (we neglected to bring our tape recorders on the boat trip!)

  Blue-headed Vireo - fairly common at Los Volcanes, El Impossible, and Celaque, but then that was it (sort of odd); as with the Yellow-throated, I heard a bit of singing

  Plumbeous Vireo - at least one seen (RSR only?) at Celaque

  Yellow-throated Vireo - small nos. noted near Cerro Azul, in the Río Aguan valley, and at Pico Bonito; some birds were singing fitfully, especially at the latter

  Philadelphia Vireo - a few seen at and near Cerro Azul and at Pico Bonito; no singing

  Red-eyed Vireo - a couple were seen at Cerro Azul, and then nos. began to swell at Pico Bonito (ca. a half dozen both days); no singing

  Yellow-green Vireo - abundant at El Impossible, where one of the most numerous birds present, singing everywhere - but not otherwise recorded at all, which seems most strange

  Warbling Vireo - quite common at El Impossible, but like the Yellow-green, also not otherwise recorded; one has to wonder whether these were all western-breeding birds (?)

  Brown-capped Vireo - a few seen and heard at Las Tranchas

  Lesser Greenlet - fairly common at El Impossible (mostly just heard); then very common in forest and edge at Pico Bonito

  Tawny-crowned Greenlet - one pair nicely seen in forest understory above Pico Bonito

  Gray-breasted Martin - widespread, but on the whole not very numerous

  Mangrove Swallow - quite common at Costa del Sol (seen beautifully during lunch), with smaller nos. being seen at Lake Yojoa and near water in the Río Aguan and Pico Bonito regions

  Violet-green Swallow - fairly common at Los Volcanes, then really quite abundant at Las Tranchas; virtually all the Violet-greens were in groups that were noted flying overhead, sometimes low, sometimes high

  Black-capped Swallow - uncommon at Celaque (groups of up to 10-15 birds seen on several occasions, sometimes associating with Vaux's Swifts), then slightly more numerous at Las Tranchas (where several birds were seen to be entering into nest holes dug into roadcuts; Monroe speculates that this is only a "nonbreeding visitant" to Honduras, but this is obviously not the case); its calls - I hope taped, but not sure - were strongly reminiscent of a Blue-and-white, as was to be expected

  Northern Rough-winged Swallow - small nos. scattered, mainly near water

  Sand Martin (Bank Swallow) - a few seen with the large Barn Swallow flocks around Lake Yojoa

  Barn Swallow - a common transient in many localities, especially open areas near water but there were also large flocks on the dry ridge along the road below El Impossible, etc.

  American Cliff Swallow - small nos. with the Barn Swallows around Lake Yojoa

  Brown Creeper - not uncommon in pine-oak forest at Celaque; their song was markedly different from that of birds in eastern North America, but I don't think I was able to get a recording of it

  Rufous-naped Wren - common and conspicuous in El Salvador (all localities, with smaller nos. at Entre Pinos), but then there were none at all in Honduras

  Band-backed Wren - one group was heard by some at Celaque

  Sedge Wren - having been located here by Robert a few months earlier, one pair was seen, taped, and photographed at a small sedg-dominated marsh just W of La Esperanza in the southern Honduran highlands (ca. 1700 m); a very rare and local bird in Central America, this is an important record (I still need to compare its vocalizations to the ones I have from Costa Rica); South American birds (Grass Wren, C. platensis) should almost certainly be specifically separated from the Sedge Wren (C. stellaris) of North America, but the less well known Central American birds remain problematic

  Spot-breasted Wren - fairly common at El Impossible, at and near Cerro Azul, and at Pico Bonito; forages higher above ground than most Thryothorus wrens, often in viny tangles

  Banded Wren - a couple pairs were well seen in one area of forest at El Impossible

  Rufous-and-white Wren - common in forest and woodland undergrowth in El Salvador (both Los Volcanes and El Ipossible), but then this wonderful singer was not encountered again, sort of weird

  Plain Wren - common and widespread in most areas - including well up into the highlands (at least 1700-1800 m) through the Lake Yojoa region, but then it abruptly stopped; the variety of this species' vocalizations gave us fits

  Southern House Wren, Troglodytes musculus - fairly common and widespread (though seemed not to be present at Pico Bonito); as discussed, this species almost certainly should be split from northern birds (Northern House Wren, T. aedon)

  Rufous-browed Wren - fairly common by voice in forest and borders at Los Volcanes, where seen well several times

  White-bellied Wren - common in undergrowth of arid woodland in the Río Aguan valley, where seen well several times (an isolated population, slightly differing in plumage and voice)

  White-breasted Wood Wren - small nos. heard and briefly seen in forest undergrowth at Cerro Azul and Pico Bonito

  Gray-breasted Wood Wren - a few were heard and glimpsed in the wind at Guisayote, and later at Las Tranchas (where I thought it seemed surprisingly uncommon)

  Long-billed Gnatwren - not uncommon in forest understory and borders at Pico Bonito, seen well several times

  White-lored Gnatcatcher - fairly common in arid woodland of Río Aguan valley, an isolated population; surprising to me was its absence at El Impossible; males were in breeding pluamge, so showed no "white lores"

  Tropical Gnatcatcher - fairly common in forest and borders at Pico Bonito, seen well a couple times

  American Dipper - a real treat was watching a family of this treasure of a bird on a stream at Celaque: one adult was occasionally coming in to feed two recently fledged youngsters (they were still pretty clumsy, actually, trying to get purchase on the water-splashed boulders where they were resting)

  Cedar Waxwing - there must have been a pretty good invasion of this species into Central America this winter (most years there are few or even none; this may explain why there were so few in the northeast this past winter): we saw migrating flocks of typically 10-30 individuals at a number of localities - it became one of Robert's specialties! - with the last being noted at Cerro Azul on Apr. 8th

  Eastern Bluebird - most numerous in the Las Tranchas/Marcala region, with a few also seen at Los Volcanes; song of males seems very similar to that of northern birds

  Brown-backed Solitaire - fairly common by voice in forest at Los Volcanes (where it took some effort to find), and then later also at Celaque and Las Tranchas; at the latter, because of mixed habitats there, it was heard singing simultaneously with the Slate-colored on several occasions (Brown-backed mainly in pine-oak, Slate-colored mainly in cloudforest)

  Slate-colored Solitaire - at least one was heard in the wind at Guisayote; then it was more numerous and in evidence (much singing, very powerful) at Las Tranchas, seen well several times

  Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush - fairly common at Celaque, some singing and seen nicely several times; also a few in the pines outside Gracias

  Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush - heard calling at Las Tranchas, but we could not lure it out (no actual song); no sign of any Black-headeds (which should certainly be at Cerro Azul, but perhaps only slightly higher than we got)

  Swainson's Thrush - fairly common and widespread (though there seemed to be none at Pico Bonito, which seems strange), with some singing; nos. greatest at El Impossible on 1 Apr., when small groups present in forest understory

  Wood Thrush - a few seen at Pico Bonito; no singing, just calls

  Black Thrush - one female seen at our "hotspot" in mainly agricultural terrain en route to Las Trancas was the only one

  Clay-colored Thrush - common, widespread, and very vocal; ranged well up into highlands (e.g., Las Trancas)

  White-throated Thrush - common at Los Volcanes (much calling, but only a little singing); then not uncommon again at Cerro Azul, mainly at the fruiting fig

  Rufous-collared Thrush - this attractive thrush proved to be surprisingly numerous and widespread: it was common at Los Volcanes (__ often singing fron atop the tallest cypresses; their calls are very reminiscent of the American Robin), then there were a few at Celaque and more at and en route to Las Trancas

  Gray Catbird - small nos. seen at Cerro Azul and in the Río Aguan valley (maybe most had already departed?)

  Blue-and-white Mockingbird - pairs that were seen twice, by some, at Los Volcanes got away before everyone could get on them; then en route to Las Trancas we finally caught up with this species, and Larry even managed to get some respectable photos (and I some tape); occurs in pairs and seems to favor shrubby ravines, does not associate with mixed flocks

  Tropical Mockingbird - small nos. seen in cleared areas in the Río Aguan valley; heard to imitate several other bird species, including the Lesser Ground Cuckoo

  Olive Warbler - several seen and heard in pine-oak forest at Celaque

  Blue-winged Warbler - one seen by some in arid woodland W of Olanchito

  Golden-winged Warbler - a couple females seen in pine-oak forest at Celaque; then another couple at Pico Bonito

  Tennessee Warbler - this supposedly declining species was common to abundant in many places, with nos. greatest at Cerro Azul (e.g., dozens were feeding at the fruiting fig); often fed at flowering Inga trees, and seen to chase away hummingbirds much like Bananaquits sometimes do

  Crescent-chested Warbler - not uncommon - especially recorded from its distinctive song (taped) - in forest and borders at Los Volcanes; I was amazed that we never encountered another, weird

  (no Tropical Parula - also weird!)

  Yellow Warbler - widespread in semiopen shrubby areas, nos. perhaps geatest around Lake Yojoa

  Mangrove Warbler - common in mangroves at Costa del Sol, a lovely and fully rufous-headed race (xanthotera fide Monroe)

  Chestnut-sided Warbler - common around Lake Yojoa (especially Cerro Azul and environs), in the Río Aguan valley, and at Pico Bonito

  Magnolia Warbler - common in the same areas as the Chestnut-sided, and in roughly comparable numbers (and often with it, though tending to feed at lower levels)

  Black-throated Blue Warbler - a male spotted on the hotel grounds at Pico Bonito on Apr. 10th was a distinct surprise

  Black-throated Green Warbler - common in the highlands (thus, none noted at El Impossible), with nos. greatest in pine-oak forest at Celaque (awesome there, never have I seen so many); a few were still at Pico Bonito as late as Apr. 11th 

  Townsend's Warbler - common at Los Volcanes (where perhaps the most numerous warbler), but then much less numerous in Honduras (a few at Celaque, Las Trancas)

  Hermit Warbler - a couple seen with the hordes of Black-throated Greens at Celaque

  Blackburnian Warbler - a couple noted at Cerro Azul and Pico Bonito were the only ones

  Yellow-throated Warbler - one seen on the hotel grounds at Pico Bonito was rather a surprise

  Grace's Warbler - widespread and fairly common in pine and pine-oak forest throughout the highlands, first at Entre Pinos

  Bay-breasted Warbler - one seen by some the last day in forest at Pico Bonito on Apr 11th

  Cerulean Warbler - one seen by some the last day on hotel grounds at Pico Bonito on Apr 11th; we met the group that is trying is determine whether this species tends to concentrate anywhere on its northward migration from South America

  Black-and-white Warbler - widespread and fairly common, even in the highlands (ca. 15 seen one day at Celaque)

  American Redstart - fairly common in mangroves at Costa del Sol, then more in the Lake Yojoa region, the Río Aguan valley, and at Pico Bonito

  Worm-eating Warbler - singles seen by some at Los Volcanes and Las Trancas

  Ovenbird - singles seen in woodland/forest at Los Volcanes, El Impossible, and Pico Bonito

  Northern Waterthrush - common in mangroves at Costa del Sol; then a few around Lake Yojoa and in Río Aguan valley

  Kentucky Warbler - fairly common - though mostly just heard calling - in forest undergrowth at Pico Bonito

  MacGillivray's Warbler - small nos. seen in shrubbery - not near water - at Los Volcanes (a couple nice __), with another at Celaque

  Common Yellowthroat - most numerous by far in shrubbery and marshy vegetation surrounding Lake Yojoa; also heard at the Sedge Wren site

  Hooded Warbler - what was clearly the same _ was seen repeatedly in the cacao plantation around our rooms at Pico Bonito, feeding very tamely

  Wilson's Warbler - common in highlands (Los Volcanes, Celaque, Las Trancas), with a couple in the Lake Yojoa region

  Painted Whitestart - a couple pairs seen in pine-oak at Celaque, lovely as always (its song not bad, either)

  Slate-throated Whitestart - fairly common in highlands (Los Volcanes, Celaque, and Las Trancas), substantially outnumbering Painteds and found in pine-oak as well as more humid forest

  Fan-tailed Warbler - fairly common - but quite hard to see! - in forest/woodland undergrowth at El Impossible; voice and general behavior does seem similar to Basileuterus
  Chestnut-capped Warbler, Basileuterus delattrii (splitting Rufous-capped Warbler, B. rufifrons, mainly of Mexico, seems the reasonable course based on its radically different voice) - common in woodland undergrowth at El Impossible, also a few at Celaque

  (no Bananaquit!)

  Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer - one _ was seen briefly in shrubbery en route to Las Trancas

  Red-legged Honeycreeper - most numerous at Pico Bonito, but also a few seen at El Impossible and around Lake Yojoa

  Green Honeycreeper - one _ seen at Pico Bonito

  Blue-crowned Chlorophonia - one _ seen by some at Los Volcanes

  Blue-hooded Euphonia - fairly common - surprisingly so - at Los Volcanes, mainly in the garden around headquarters and often seen feeding in mistletoe

  Yellow-throated Euphonia - less numerous than I'd have expected, and seen only in woodlands in the Lake Yojoa region

  Scrub Euphonia - pairs seen in woodland and borders at El Impossible, Río Aguan valley, and at the Pico Bonito garden (where a pair was feeding about-to-fledge young in nest situated in an epiphyte)

  White-vented Euphonia - one pair seen by some in the garden at Pico Bonito

  Olive-backed Euphonia - fairly common at Pico Bonito

  Golden-hooded Tanager - a few seen in Lake Yojoa region and at Pico Bonito

  Blue-gray Tanager - fairly common in Lake Yojoa region and at Pico Bonito

  Yellow-winged Tanager - fairly common in forest/woodland borders, gardens, and (surprisingly often) in pines (e.g., at Entre Pinos)

  Passerini's Tanager - a few seen, only by some, in the Pico Bonito region

  Crimson-collared Tanager - one pair seen in the garden at our Lake Yojoa hotel (a beautiful bird, unfortunately they were rather distant)

  Summer Tanager - widespread in forest/woodland/border habitats, though not in more humid highlands (Celaque, Las Trancas); no singing

  Scarlet Tanager - one _ seen by some at Pico Bonito on Apr. 11th

  Western Tanager - very common in El Salvador (Entre Pinos and especially El Impossible, smaller nos. at Entre Pinos), but then none at all thereafter; no singing

  Northern Hepatic Tanager (birds from Costa Rica southward are now generally regarded as separate species, two of them) - uncommon in pine and pine-oak at Entre Pinos, near Gracias, and Celaque

  Flame-colored Tanager (which should still be called the "Stripe-backed Tanager") - a pair was resident in the garden at Los Volcanes, and then several more were in pine-oak at Celaque and Las Trancas (including a spectacular _ in the scope at the former)

  White-winged Tanager - one pair seen at Los Volcanes

  Red-throated Ant Tanager - heard at Cerro Azul, then pairs seen several times in forest undergrowth at Pico Bonito (where there may have been some Red-crowneds as well?)

  White-shouldered Tanager - one pair seen with forest flock at Pico Bonito; _ has decidedly less white on wing than birds from further south)

  Common Bush Tanager (which will almost certainly ultimately be split into several species) - fairly common at Celaque (in pine-oak) and Las Trancas; a dark-eyed form

  Chestnut-headed Oropendola - fairly common in the Lake Yojoa region and at Pico Bonito, with active nesting colonies at both

  Montezuma Oropendola - same as the previous species, though always outnumbered by it

  Spot-breasted Oriole - several attractive pairs were much in evidence in the gardens of our Lake Yojoa hotel, but otherwise not recorded

  Altamira Oriole - the most numerous and widespread of the many oriole species encountered on this trip, most so in El Salvador

  Streak-backed Oriole - uncommon, and seen only in El Salvador (last at Entre Pinos)

  Yellow-backed Oriole - fairly common in pine-oak at Celaque and Las Trancas; Robert indicates it's mainly found in this habitat in Honudras, but then there was an obviously resident pair in the garden at Pico Bonito

  Baltimore Oriole - common and widespread in semiopen areas (though less so in El Salvador), often in groups and feeding in flowering trees

  Orchard Oriole - small nos. seen in semiopen areas around Lake Yojoa

  Black-vented Oriole - uncommon in semiopen areas and village gardens at Celaque and Las Trancas

  Black-cowled Oriole - one pair seen in garden at Pico Bonito

  Bar-winged Oriole - one pair seen in a coffee plantation below Los Volcanes (nicely spotted by Robert, and GT's "last" oriole)

  Red-winged Blackbird - common in the marshes and grasslands surrounding Lake Yojoa

  Eastern Meadowlark - a pair seen below Celaque were the only ones noted

  Melodious Blackbird - common and widespread

  Great-tailed Grackle - ditto, overly so

  Bronzed Cowbird - ditto

  Giant Cowbird - one _ seen with cows along the shore of Lake Yojoa; then two __ were watched as they tried to get into Chestnut-headed Oropendola nests at their big Pico Bonito colony (but were always promptly chased off)

  Black-headed Siskin - nice group of 6 seen in a shrubby agricultural area en route to Las Trancas

  Lesser Goldfinch - one _ seen (distantly) at Los Volcanes

  Black-headed Saltator - surprisingly few, with pairs seen in the pines (slightly weird?) near Gracias and at Cerro Azul

  Buff-throated Saltator - also surprisingly few, with the only ones being a pair in the fruiting fig at Cerro Azul

  Grayish Saltator (this Middle American population could easily be split in the future from South American birds; their song differs markedly) - several singing birds at Entre Pinos (despite some effort, they remained hard to see in the increasing winds), then a couple more pairs in garden at Lake Yojoa hotel

  Rose-breasted Grosbeak - fairly common (often at fruiting or flowering trees) at Los Volcanes, Cerro Azul, and Pico Bonito

  Blue-black Grosbeak - one seen by some at Cerro Azul, then several heard singing in forest undergrowth at Pico Bonito (but none could never be coaxed out)

  Blue Bunting - a couple seen and heard in woodland undergrowth at El Impossible

  Blue Grosbeak - fairly common in semiopen shrubby areas at and below El Impossible, around Lake Yojoa, and in the Río Aguan valley

  Indigo Bunting - common at El Impossible (though mainly in scrub and borders, I was surprised how many were also seen resting in the canopy of actual woodland or forest); smaller nos. were in the Lake Yojoa region and Río Aguan valley

  Painted Bunting - one nice _ seen behind a gas station en route to Lake Yojoa (unfortunately, only by me)

  Yellow-faced Grassquit - a few seen in shrubby agricultural country at Celaque and Las Trancas

  Blue-black Grassquit - a few seen in agricultural terrain en route to Las Trancas; more numerous around Lake Yojoa

  White-collared Seedeater - fairly common in open grassy country around Lake Yojoa; also a pair at El Impossible; overall, seedeaters were conspicuous by their absence

  Prevost's Ground Sparrow - pair seen in a shrubby ravine below Los Volcanes, then one watched by everyone as it scratched the ground in a coffee plantation en route to Las Trancas

  Yellow-throated Brushfinch (the White-naped Brushfinch, A. albinucha, of s. Mexico should surely be regarded as a separate species, as done by Howell & Webb) - a few pairs seen in shrubby and edge habitat at Los Volcanes, Celaque, and Las Trancas

  Orange-billed Sparrow - several heard in forest undergrowth at Pico Bonito

  Rufous-collared Sparrow - fairly common at Las Trancas (this species, so numerous southward, is obviously much less so this far north)

  Rusty Sparrow - a pair of this large sparrow was seen in pine-oak at Celaque, then several more (much more closely, and singing) in shrubby agricultural terrain en route to Las Trancas

  House Sparrow - widespread in urban areas

MAMMALS
  Raccoon - one glimpsed in the mangroves at Costa del Sol

  Variegated Squirrel - widespread (surprisingly so)

  Central American Agouti - scattered

  Central American Cacomistle - heard only (alas, and despite considerable effort), in trees below the hotel at El Impossible

  Common Opossum - one seen at El Impossible (the consolation prize below the hotel during the cacomistle quest, most unsatisfactory)

  Deppe's Squirrel - a few in highlands

  White-tailed Deer - one spotlighted at Las Trancas

  Toltec Fruit-eating Bat - roosting group of 7 on the hotel grounds at Lake Yojoa

  White-faced Capuchin - big troop in forest at upper end of trail at Pico Bonito, nicely seen

